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Grant furthers oil spill research
By Emily Wehunt
Staff Reporter
When the BP oil spill, also
referred to as t he Deepwater
Horizon oil spill, hit the Gulf of
Mexico in 2010, USF’s College of
Marine Science partnered with
ot her i nst it ut ions a nd bega n
research within days.
Now, two large grants have been
awarded to the College of Marine
Science. One for $20.2 million is
from the Gulf of Mexico Research
Initiative (GoMRI), and one for
$4.5 million is from the National
Fish Wildlife Foundation (NFWF).
The spill was a result of an oil
rig that exploded off the coast of
Louisiana upon completion, killing 11 people. An estimated 170
million gallons of oil infested the
waters and over 8,000 species were
killed within the first six months,
according to the National Wildlife
Foundation. USF began research
following the incident, resulting in
federal grants.
Both grants will go toward continuing research on the effects of
the largest oil spill in the history
of the United States, but they each
provide a separate purpose. Steven
Murawski, a USF biological oceanographer, is the principal investigator for these grant funded projects.
The BP oil company paid out
billions of dollars to organizations assisting in the “Gulf Coast
Recovery,” and the money has gone
toward a number of different places,
including restoration, response and
cleanup, claims and settlements,
and damage assessment projects,
according to BP’s website.
GoM R I, a n i ndependent
research group, was given $500
million from BP. The group’s purpose is to study the impact the spill
had on the environment and public
health and to provide funding to
research institutions to assist with
research projects.
USF’s grant from GoMRI will be
used to continue research through
C-IMAGE—Center for Integrated
Modeling and Analysis of Gulf
E cos ystems—wh ich wa s created by USF in 2012. C-IMAGE is
comprised of 13 universities, both
national and international.
The C-IMAGE project will continue to study the effects the spill

Continued on p. 2
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The C-Bass is one of the many tools used by the USF Marine Science team during their BP Oil Spill research.

At graduation, no
choice of venue
By Emily Wehunt
Staff Reporter

Emily Wehunt | The Crow’s Nest

The C-Bass is attached the back of the research vessel Weatherbird II. It
records high-definition footage of the ocean floor.

Senior Devan Carr spent his
first two years at USF St. Petersburg
before transferring to the Tampa
campus with his associate degree.
He decided to finish his degree
at Tampa due to the larger class
selection available for his major in
Psychology.
He is now set to graduate this
December, and to his dismay he
will be graduating at the Sun Dome
with thousands of other grads he
doesn’t know.
Even after transferring to his
new home campus, Carr continued
to take roughly half of his classes
at USFSP. He told The Crow’s Nest

that he physically likes the St.
Petersburg campus better and has
more friends here.
Carr made a few attempts for
approval to graduate from USFSP
on Dec. 16, but his attempts were
shot down. He was hoping to
enjoy his graduation with all of his
friends.
“I personally don’t even really
want to go to graduation at the Sun
Dome. The only reason I am going
is for my parents,” Carr said.
Carr had met with administration at the St. Petersburg campus
before applying for graduation.
He was told then he wouldn’t be
allowed to be part of the commencement at

Continued on p. 2
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USF among first oil spill responders
News Briefs
Monday, Dec. 1

Did you feel that breeze? Brr.
That felt, cold. The forecast is
sunny with a chance of snow.
Snow? In Florida? That’s right.
Get ready for eight tons of snow
to fall on USF St. Petersburg.
Joi n St udent G over n ment,
Harborside Activities Board,
Hillel and the University Student
Center for a Winter Wonderland
from 7-10 p.m. In addition to
snow, you can return to your
childhood and make a stuff-aplush to play in all that snow
with you. If mom wants you to
decorate the tree when you come
home, be sure to make yourself
an ornament. Cookie decorating and a cappuccino cart will
also be available for those of you
with a sweet tooth (yes, we know
who you are). A Menorah and
Tree Lighting will round out the
celebration.

Tuesday, Dec. 2

D id s ome one s ay fo o d?
Join the Caribbean Cultural
Exchange a Caribbean
Christmas event at 8 p.m.. Head
on over to the Coral Room in the
University Student Center for a
general board meeting about
holiday traditions and a potluck.
If you plan to bring a dish to the
potluck, contact Nia Joseph at
niajoseph@mail.usf.edu.

Thursday, Dec. 4

So public speaking terrifies
you, but you want to get better.
Here’s a way to work on it. The
Bulls Out Loud are coming
toget her to practice public
speaking. Come out to Davis
130 from 2:30-3:30 p.m. Anyone
is welcome and refreshments
will be served.
Ever attended an event on
c a mpu s a nd received Pete
Points? You may wonder what
the points will do for you. Well,
the wondering is over. Go to
the USC Ballrooms at 6 p.m. to
attend Pete’s Auction. You’ll get
to cash in those points for some
cool prizes. If you don’t have any
points, don’t worry. You get 100
points for just showing up.
Finals week calls for more
free food. How else can you
study? Here’s a free meal to kick
off the start of University Study
Center. Come out for a Breakfast
of Champions on Thursday from
10 p.m. until midnight. Free
shirts and mugs will be given
out, and if you wear your shirt
to the Coral Café, you’ll get a
discount.

Continued from p.1
had on the Gulf ’s ecosystem, and
will research what would happen
if an event like this were to happen
again.
The single $20.2 million grant is
the largest the college has received
for research on the oil spill. In the
same week of receiving that grant,
the College of Marine Science
received another from NFWF for
$4.5 million.
This grant also came from BP
funding, who through plea agreements was subjected to provide
NFWF $2.5 billion, which is to be
used to fund projects that will benefit the Gulf.
The grant the college received
from NFWF will be used over a
three-year span and will provide
necessary funds for a two-part
project. The project’s purpose is to
build a base map of the waters in
West Florida through the use of an
underwater sonar, and through a
new high-tech camera system the
college developed called C-BASS
(Camera-Based Survey Assessment
System).
“The of fshore area in west
Florida isn’t mapped very well,”
Murawski said. “Those are prime
habitats for a number of the species
that we are all interested in, like red
snapper and grouper.”

Emily Wehunt | The Crow’s Nest

The C-Bass enables USF researchers to create a map of West Florida waters, allowing researchers to chart species
more carefully.

Murawski says that mapping
out this area will add to the base of
what is known substantially.
C-BASS will be attached to the
back of a vessel, R/V Weatherbird
II, and will sent to the ocean floor
to record high-definition footage. C-BASS will be used to help

determine the population of fish in
certain areas.
The team, which will include scientist and post-doctoral grad students, plans to go out on 12 expeditions that will each be about twoweeks long. The project will begin
next month.

“This project is going to a lot
to advance marine protection, in
terms of protecting these vulnerable species and help establish sustainable fisheries,” Murawski said.
news@crowsneststpete.com

Tampa student barred from Handbook to improve transition
St. Petersburg graduation for new SG members
Continued from p.1
Mahaffey Theater because “it was
against policy.”
However, when he went to apply
for graduation online earlier this
year, he was prompted with the
option to choose which campus he
wanted to graduate from.
According to Carr, he received
an email from the director of commencement at USFSP, Yoli Lanuza,
which informed him t hat his
request had been denied and he
would not be able to graduate from
the St. Petersburg campus.
“On the website, the official
form to fill out for graduation let
me choose,” Carr said. “So I figured
I had a case to make, but apparently
not.”
Carr also contacted the commencement coordinators at Tampa,
who he said were a little more
sympathetic.
“I really didn’t even get a straight
answer from the people in St. Pete,”
Carr said. “I got more of a straight
answer from the people in Tampa.”

T he a s si s t a nt c om me nc e ment coordinator at Tampa, Mary
Dooley, told Carr the main issue
USFSP is faced with at their ceremony is the limited seating at
Mahaffey Theater, which can seat
up to 2,031 people.
Han Reichgelt, USFSP’s regional
vice chancellor of academic affairs,
told The Crow’s Nest that the denial
did not occur due to a spacing issue.
“It is important to remember
that USF St. Pete is not a campus
of USF Tampa; we are a separately
accredited university,” Reichgelt
said. “No university will allow students who receive their degree from
another institution to participate in
their graduation ceremony.”
Of the list of options online, students are only able to graduate from
their current home campus.
The only time the commencement ceremony changes is over
the summer when the USF system
combines graduations at Tampa
Sun Dome, according to Reichgelt.
news@crowsneststpete.com

By Jack Moscone
Staff Reporter

Lazar Anderson, student government’s assistant chief of staff, is
in the process of writing a transition manual for SG. This manual,
according to Anderson, is meant to
smooth out the problems that SG
has regarding the proper instruction of new and returning members.
Anderson, an experienced SG
member, will use his knowledge
to educate members on how to
run SG more effectively. Prior to
his role as assistant chief of staff,
Anderson held the position of chief
of Executive Operations; although,
he claims starting out in SG is no
easy task.
“Because Student Life only provides us with so much information
on how to run SG, many new members, including myself at the time,
are given little instruction and are
forced to learn on their feet,” said
Anderson.
Learning about SG procedures
and positions was a challenge for
Anderson. But after an extended
period of learning in the student
organization, he feels equipped

to leave behind a guide for future
leaders.
“During my first six months
in SG, I felt essentially useless,”
Anderson said. “The purpose of the
manual is to give members more
guidance and instruction.”
The guide will help newcomers
and current members understand
how SG works and how to be an
effective member. Instead of not
knowing their place, how to contribute and how things work, members will now know how SG runs
from the get-go.
The reason behind the manual
is simple: Student Government will
become stronger if transition issues
and confusion are eliminated,
Anderson said. He strives to establish smoother transition by creating
the manual before his time at USF
St. Petersburg is over.
Already graduated with a B.A.
in business and working on a B.A.
in entrepreneurship, Anderson is
graduating once more after this
semester. He hopes to leave behind
a fully functioning and adequate
SG.
news@crowsneststpete.com
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Trial over SG financial
authority delayed
Originally scheduled for Nov. 20, the trial
received an extended two-week discovery period
to gather material pertaining to the trial.
By Jeffrey Zanker
Crow’s Nest Contributor
The James Scott v. Student
Government trial is postponed
until further notice after pre-trial
conferences.
The case involves newly elected
senator and former student body
president James Scott against student government over the issue of
SG’s financial authority.
Scott sent a request for trial in
September accusing SG of preventing proper budgeting for a bill titled
“Beyond Sustainability” last June,

which would approve the building
of an energy monitoring system for
campus structures. He holds Jozef
Gherman, chief financial officer,
responsible for withholding the
bill’s budget by violating the SG
constitution. Senate Pro-Tempore
Jared Pieniazek is also on trial for
being Gherman’s supporter.
The trial was scheduled for Nov.
20. But Steven Bird, attorney general deputy, the defendants’ attorney, requested a motion of continuance, which gives both parties a two-week discovery period to

gather their material for the trial.
Bird has been the defense attorney
for a week after Melanie Mercado
was fired from her position as attorney general.
The Clean Energy and Resource
Conservation Commission, who
formed the idea for an energy monitoring system, would establish
the Green Revolving Fund, which
supports the projects by reducing
resources usage and reusing savings for future projects. Scott said
it would make USFSP financially
sustainable.
The case started in June when
Gherman found that the monitoring system budget wasn’t spent
before June 30. The date marked
the end of USFSP fiscal year. This
caused CERCC’s spending authority to expire. The original request
got lost and the money was swept
back to the reserves.
Gherman used Florida statutes
to support his action, which state
that undisbursed money remaining at the end of the fiscal year is
carried over to the activity and service fund until the next fiscal year.
Scott found his action a violation of SG’s constitution Article 1

Section II, which states “The powers
and responsibilities of Student
Government... shall not conf lict
with University Regulations or any
other municipal, state or federal
law.” He argues that Gherman overstepped his constitutional authority. He finds the money is still
accessible, but needs to resolve the
issue with SG.
“The project was approved fairly
last semester,” Scott said. “But
Gherman asserted that the state
laws are supposed to be reinterpreted in his own terms. The state
law is not clear. I think the case’s
arguments is more about how it was
funded than about law.”
Gherman finds Scott’s argument
valid, but just a matter of opinion.
“It’s a ridiculous notion that the
opinion of just one person should
be binding,” Gherman said. “He
doesn’t realize that there are laws to
be abided and kept from breaking.”
Both parties are to submit their
material (witnesses, evidences) for
the case by Dec. 3.

news@crowsneststpete.com

Students, faculty discuss speech codes
By Emily Tinti
Staff Reporter
Speech code scrutiny continues
as students grow mindful of the
controversial regulations currently
in place at USF St. Petersburg.
The Crow’s Nest reported on
the speech codes in an article
three weeks ago. The codes were
criticized by the organization the
Foundation for Individual Rights
in Education, which says the codes
violate the First Amendment Rights
of students, staff and faculty members at the university.
The FIRE is a Philadelphia-based
nonprofit group founded in 1999 by
a University of Pennsylvania professor and a Boston civil liberties
attorney. It says its mission is the
protection of fundamental rights
on college campuses. Its boards of
directors and advisers are a who’s
who of people prominent in education, business and the law.
On Nov. 18, the USFSP community was welcome to discuss the
rationality behind speech codes.
Professor Deni Elliott, who specializes in ethics and professional
life, and attorney and ethics professor Dr. David Steiner hosted the
conversation, while students voiced
their opinions.
After an hour of deliberation,
the widely held belief seemed to be
that while upholding these policies
on campus clashed with the first
amendment, they could minimize
conflict and hold people accountable for offensive behavior. Those
who did not completely agree or

disagree with the codes discussed
particular situations where they
could help or hinder.
Many students, no matter their
position, could identify several
advantages to having speech codes
implemented on campus, including
sophomore Jade Levy.
“I think the biggest benefit of
the codes is that they give students and faculty a safety net,” said
Levy. “If anyone was to get bullied
at our campus, they would know
the person bullying them will have
consequences for their hurtful
words.”
Other students argued that
responding to disrespectful words
was a more effective measure
than punishment. They recognized that the campus is occupied
by adults who should be able and
willing to cease negative behavior.
As Professor Elliott put it, “more
words, not less.” They acknowledged that in “the real world” consequential action does not take
place unless the behavior crosses
the law, so why should that change
when students step foot on USFSP
grounds?
Dr. Steiner chimed in to discuss the legality of the codes. He
said students “must first be advised
of consequences.” Then, if an individual’s actions go against speech
codes, the behavior should be
looked at and consequences carried
out in a “neutral, unbiased form.”
He further expressed how the
university community should conduct itself without the need for

Learn more
To see the Foundation for Individual Rights in
Education’s evaluation of USFSP speech codes,
visit http://www.thefire.org/schools/university-of-south-florida-at-saint-petersburg/.
speech codes, believing the “Golden
Rule” is important here: do unto
others as you would want them to
do to you. Personal interpretations
and relationships can muddle the
situation, thus making subjective
violation consequences difficult.
“Best case scenario: We should
act like we won’t offend somebody
even if they’re the most offensive
person,” said Steiner.
Casey Peterson, an academic
program specialist in the department of Journalism and Media
Studies, asked if speech codes
were preventative or reactionary
measures. He questioned if students were actually aware of the
codes, located in the Student Code
of Conduct, enough for them to
actually prevent conflictive behavior. Or, if the policies were simply
meant to punish it.
W hat t he a rg u ment comes
down to is whether or not a place of
higher education, where thoughts
and ideas are supposed to be discussed and explored, should be
limiting speech.
Jozef Gherman, junior and chief

financial officer for student government, feels the impact of speech
codes depends on one’s interpretation, and he is not in favor of their
presence on campus.
“I think it is sad that places of
higher learning across the United
States that such codes are being
established and to a point where
some campuses even have a designated free speech zone,” Gherman
said.
Most students could see both
sides, many creating examples of
when and why speech codes would
be appropriate; for instance, when
a person intends to humiliate
another, coerce someone, or in the
case of plagiarism.
“I think the codes are realistic
because they shape you to be a good
citizen,” said Levy.

news@crowsneststpete.com

Class choices
concern
English majors

By Chelsea Abrams
Crow’s Nest Contributor
Some English majors are noticing limited class options for their
spring class schedule.
The departure of some visiting
professors in the program is cause
for the lack of options. Part of the
reasoning behind this is a departure of a few visiting professors. Dr.
Amy Robinson, one of these professors, finishes her visiting term at
the end of this semester.
“By the end of next spring,
spring of 2015, the English department will be down three visiting
assistant professors in literature,”
Robinson said. “My current and
former students are asking me what
courses…in 19th century British
Lit will be taught in the future, and
I honestly don’t know what to tell
them.”
D r. Ju l i e A r m s t r on g , t h e
Literature Program Coordinator,
said that seniors registering for
classes have nothing to be panicked
about.
“We pretty much run the same
amount of courses each term, give
or take,” said Armstrong.
Armstrong said classes run
based on enrollment. It’s possible fewer classes may be offered
because the number of English
majors are down.
“Numbers (of majors) in general
fluctuate, so that is no big deal. We
tend to have somewhere between
130 and 150 majors,” Armstrong
said, “and those 20 can make the
difference between several courses
running and not running.”
Dr. Armstrong also advised that
English majors should not wait
until their very last semester and
hope that courses are available.
Dr. Thomas Hallock, head of the
department of Verbal and Visual
arts, said that the English department will be filling several new
positions starting next fall.
Dr. Armstrong mentioned that
the advisers are always happy
to work with any student who is
having trouble.
news@crowsneststpete.com
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Holiday
traditions
around
USFSP

By Amanda Starling
Staff Reporter

Christmas specials to me were
always the equivalent of Saturday
morning cartoons. As jolly as Santa
always looked, I was always confused
about the behaviors of the characters
that danced across the screen singing
about bells and mangers.
Perhaps I was just a skeptical child,
but I think I was onto something. Mull
over these Christmas curiosities and
memories with me:
How the Grinch Stole Christmas So
let me get this straight- singing villagers
have the ability to make a heart grow
physically? What if the Grinch’s ribcage
couldn’t handle the rapid increasing size
of his heart? Most importantly- why is
he GREEN?
A Charlie Brown Christmas I really
want the Peanuts to teach me their
dance moves. These pint-sized performers put Taylor Swift and the cast of
Dancing with the Stars to shame when
it comes to their signature styles. But on
second thought, don’t they seem a little
harsh on Charlie’s taste in Christmas
decor? I love the twig, and about most
of America owns a replica from Target.
Rudolph, the Red-Nosed Reindeer
Whoa. I didn’t realize how many jerks
there were at the North Pole. How is
that they aren’t getting coal?! I guess
when you’re the big man, you can
excuse yourself from the naughty list.
Though karma is a b- isn’t that why
it was a foggy Christmas Eve for you?
Check yourself before you wreck yourself, Santa.
Santa Claus Is Comin’ to Town So
the Burgermeister Meisterburger was
clearly just in need of some high quality
toys. And maybe some hugs. But what
happened to this cranky, accented butterball to ban toys? You trip over enough
yo-yos and that does it.
Frosty the Snowman I understand
how happy kids get with magic, but isn’t
singing and dancing with a snowman a
bit odd? A child Amanda would have run
away screaming at the sight in real life.
He’s wielding a broom, too… Isn’t that
a bit creepy? It’s like an icy scarecrow…
That won’t stop singing… Please stop.
A Rugrats Chanukah Finally, a taste
of another culture besides Americanized
Christmas. And babies that recognize
what Macababies gotta do. I just wish I
was that wise as an infant.
A Christmas Story The 1983 classic
says what we were all thinking by age 7.
There was always that Christmas present we hated (Ralphie’s bunny costume
from Aunt Clara is to me the series of
dolls from distant relatives). But nothing rings true like the moment Ralphie
is sent home from a fight from schooldon’t we all remember the moment we
got in trouble right before Christmas
and fretted over our holiday spoils? I
can’t complain much- the show was as
realistic as the holidays get.

By Tierney Tran
Crow’s Nest Contributor
Holiday season is fast approaching and though Florida isn’t likely
to see a white winter, we still have
our traditions.
Zach Mills, 21, still
celebrates Christmas
like he did as a child.
“My mom is very festive. If you say Santa
isn’t real, no presents
for you,” said Mills. They go to Jim’s
Wisconsin Trees to get a rea l
Christmas tree and his mother
hangs mistletoe by a suspended
Tinker Bell. On Christmas day after
presents, they cozy up and watch
“Home Alone” each year, a must
see, according to Mills.

Courtesy of Caitlin Ashworth

Sue McGrew from Tacoma, Wash. won third place and sculptors’ choice with Vertigo.

Not your mother’s sandcastle
By Caitlin Ashworth
Crow’s Nest Contributor
A passion for sand art brought
together world-class sand sculptors
for three days of funk and blues
music and artistic competition.
The Sanding Ovations Master
Sand Sculpting Competition and
Music Festival was hosted behind
t he Bi l ma r B e ach Re s or t on
Treasure Island beach from Nov.
18 to Nov. 22. Sand sculptures were
illuminated each evening with
colored lights to accentuate each
unique piece.
Jonat ha n Boucha rd f rom
Montreal, Canada won first place
and people’s choice with Love
Never Dies. Two half-buried skeletons were sculpted out of sand.
They lie next to each other, looking into their empty eye sockets as
they held one another in a loving
embrace.
Chris Guinto from Key West,
Fla. won second place with The
Ripper. A giant top hat, one I
thought of as the mad hatter’s hat,
was sculpted with and huge mouth
held open with wines. A person

was grasping on for life as she
was being swallowed by the hat.
Unfortunately the teeth collapsed,
but it is still a stunning sculpture.
Sue McGrew from Tacoma,
Washington won third place and
sculptors’ choice with Vertigo.
Figures of women were sculpted
into as if they were a vortex of angels
with an opening in the middle I
interpreted as the entrance to reality from the spiritual world. On the
other side, a giant face protruded
from a spiral design. The eyes were
carved open. I interpreted as the
eyes are the window to the soul.
Funk was brought to the beach
with a “funk-a-delic” performance
by Holey Miss Moley, Rev. Funky
D and Cope on Friday. Bands like
the Black Honkeys and Rocket
Man Show on Saturday. T.C. Carr
& Bolts of Blue got the crowd dancing with the blues on Sunday.
Accord i ng to t he Sa nd i ng
Ovations Facebook page, the event
was almost cancelled because
Tre a su re Isla nd “neig hb ors”
attempted to stop all events from
occurring on the beach with no
beach parking. A recent ruling by

IF YOU GO:
According to the Sanding Ovations
Facebook page, Sloppy Joe’s
Restaurant is offering a free drink
to everyone who takes a picture in
front of the sculptures.
the Pinellas County Circuit Court
determined that a limited number
of vehicles could be parked on the
beaches during events.
Sanding Ovations posted that
if cars were not allowed on the
beach, the sand used for the sculptures could not be delivered and
they would not have the stage, beer
trucks and vendors.
The organization said t hat
Bilmar Beach Resort was a great
neighbor for their support in allowing events on the beach for the
festivities.
Sculptures will be on display
and illuminated in the evenings
until Jan. 10, 2015.
arts@crowsneststpete.com

Vic tor Wa ng , 21,
also enjoys movies
on Christmas. His
personal favorite is
“The Polar Express.”
Wang’s family usually eats their Christmas meal at
the family restaurant, Zen Forrest.
“The spelling is intentional,” Wang
laughed. Wang’s family does not
have turkey or ham every year; the
holiday meal is never the same.
After the meal is finished, his
family reads “Walter the Farting
Dog,” a tradition started by his
grandparents.
Mark Jenkins, 22, celebrates
with a pretty large crowd. He is the
youngest of seven siblings, all still
living in Florida. He and his siblings were all adopted at birth. “I
always say I’m thankful for my parents giving us all a wonderful life.
Cheesy, but it’s true,” said Jenkins.
Jenkins’ favorite holiday tradition precedes the presents. Before
anyone opens a gift, they tell the
family something they are thankful for. “There are seven kids so you
can imagine how patient we learned
to be,” joked Jenkins.
Some USFSP students celebrate
the holidays with friends. Noora
Khalil, 21, usually spends her winter
break working. Being a full-time
student, she likes to take advantage
of the extra availability to pick up a
few more shifts. However, she does
take time out to celebrate. Khalil
enjoys a white-elephant party and
gift exchange with friends.

life@crowsneststpete.com
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Review: Harpeth Rising
Playlist: Crank it
up for Christmas
By Angelina Bruno
Crow’s Nest Contributor
“All I want for Christmas is
youuuu…” or maybe just some good
Christmas tunes for once; songs
that don’t get stuck in our heads
with endless chiming and whining repeat for the entire month of
December. Look no further. Here is
a Christmas playlist that will leave
you longing to kiss the artists under
the mistletoe.

Harpeth Rising, from the left: Maria Di Meglio, cello; Jordana Greenberg, violin; and Rebecca Reed-Lunn, banjo.

By Caitlin Ashworth
Crow’s Nest Contributor
Harpeth Rising plays as harmonious and powerful as rushing water with influences in roots,
Appalachian, rock and bluegrass
music. Their music captivates while
enticing the mind to go into a tranquil trance, just like the river they
are named after.
The Nashville-based folk band
returned to The Hideaway Café off
Central Avenue in St. Petersburg on
Nov. 21.
Harpeth Rising’s instrumentation consists of violin, banjo, cello
and foot percussion with three-part
vocals. Jordana Greenburg plays the
violin, Rebecca Reed-Lunn plays
the banjo and foot percussion, and
Maria Di Meglio plays the cello.

The band has been together
for five years. They are a classically trained group that united at
Indiana University Jacobs School
of Music.
“To be in a folk band, you have
to have a heightened sense of adventure,” said Reed-Lunn as she told a
story about the band being caught
in a Utah dust storm.
Reed-Lunn says she went to
school for the viola, but learned
how to play the banjo on Youtube.
“You gotta do the Sinatra,” Di
Meglio said, mimicking her father’s
Brooklyn accent. The girls got the
crowd clapping when they performed a cover of Nancy Sinatra’s
song, These Boots are Made for
Walkin’.
Greenburg grew up hearing her

Beer to celebrate
the season
By The Crow’s Nest Staff and
Contributors
Staff Reporters
Take a taste. If the blast of weekly
winter chills, incessant ringing
of Salvation Army Bells, screaming shoppers jousting for Princess
Elsa dolls, and tree-scented candles
don’t set the seasonal mood, perhaps our picks for beers will lighten
it.
The Drop Dead “Gourd”-eous
Pumpkin Ale
The brown ale surprised with
rich, pumpkin flavor. Unlike the
teases of pumpkin in your latte, the
immediate flavor bounces into your
palette- you know it’s a pumpkin

beer immediately. The lightness
is almost reminiscent of a wheat
beer. The nutmeg and cinnamon
aren’t rich in the flavoring- in fact,
the cinnamon is just the slightest
twinge in aftertaste. It’s seasonal, so
take a taste fast. —Amanda Starling
The Dark Woods
Cigar City Brewing’s The Dark
Woods is a limited-time imperial porter. The Ale and the Witch
described the brew as “oak aged,
dry hopped, dark ale porter.” The
beer is strong (8.8 percent) and
dark, served in a chalice with very
little head. It is heavy, but not as
heavy as most imperial porters I’ve
tried. It has a strong taste of coffee

Courtesy of Harpeth Rising

father’s singing voice and watched
him play. Greenburg said her parents have a farm and her dad uses
the cows as an excuse to never leave.
Every Harpeth Rising set includes
a song dedicated to him. The band
collaborated with Greenburg’s
father, David Greenburg, for an
entire album and together produced End of the World.
“Folk music can be very dark.
As long as you cloak it in chords,
you can get away with it,” said
Greenburg.
Harpeth Rising dove into a new
genre with an instrumental version of Led Zeppelin’s Stairway to
Heaven. The lyrics sang through
the strings as the girls covered the
classic.
Their song, Four Days More, was

used for a People’s Climate March,
where hundreds to thousands of
people gather to call for climate
action. The song captures the passion of a group of people getting
ready for a rebellion.
Harpeth Rising’s fourth album,
Tales from Jackson Bridge, reached
No. 6 on the Folk DJ Charts in
October 2013 and No. 15 on the
Euro-Americana Charts in March
2014. Harpeth Rising said the
album expands on their blues,
Latin and rock influences and adds
some f lavor of Texas Swing and
Gypsy Jazz.

with chocolate and hops, but not
too strong for religious porter and
stout drinkers. I recommend The
Dark Woods to craft-beer drinkers
and Cigar City fans. To some, imperial porters and stouts are more of
an acquired taste. To others, it is
holy water from the fountains of
heaven. —Caitlin Ashworth

for Christmas helps spread the holiday cheer. Merry Christmas. —
Mark Wolfenbarger

Anderson Valley Winter Solstice
This Winter Warmer-style seasonal ale delivers a sugar-plum
punch to the tastebuds. It has a
warm, coffee-colored body and
enough malt and fruit sweetness
to satisfy a liquid-dessert craving
without being overwhelming. At
6.9 percent alcohol by volume, this
brew isn’t recommended for session-drinking, but it would make
an ideal chaser after a slice of pecan,
pumpkin or sweet potato pie. So
bask in the warmth of a campfire
and enjoy a pint of Winter Solstice
while King Diamond’s No Presents

arts@crowsneststpete.com

Ace Pear Cider
Have you ever thought, “Hmm...I
would love to get drunk but I also
want the taste of a watermelon
Jolly Rancher in my mouth.” Ace
Pear Cider has your back. The cider
is a light and sweet during every
moment of taste. The predominate
flavor of it is something of an artificial watermelon. While this isn’t a
bad thing, it can be a little off putting having such a summer taste in
the winter. But ultimately it’s a great
thing- the pear cider will hit just the
right spot for someone looking for a
drink to remind them that they are
in Florida, or that their night has
ended and it’s time for dessert. —
Thomas Boyd
life@crowsneststpete.com

“Christmas in Hollis” -Run-D.M.C.
Performed by the classic group
Run-D.M.C., this carol came out
in 1987 and features lyrics that
rap proudly about Christmas in
Queens, including getting gifted “a
million dollars, cold hundreds of
G’s” from Santa for Christmas.
“All I Want for Christmas is You”
-Mariah Carey
The classic Christmas love song
from the 1990’s is the true sing
(and dance) of long delight for
the holidays. Last holiday season
the tune spent 15 weeks at No. 1
on the Billboard Christmas chart
“Holiday 100.”
“Go Tell it On the Mountain”
-Pentatonix
This rendition of “Go Tell it On
the Mountain,” tells the story of
Jesus’ birth in an unconventional
way. Pentatonix is an a capella
group that features the sheer power
of the human voice and beat boxing
to create a track that seriously
impresses.
“All I Want For Christmas Is a Real
Good Tan” -Kenny Chesney
This country star croons about
his need of good tan, and a grilled
Ma h i Ma h i a nd pi na c olad a
Christmas dinner on the beach. It
sounds like Kenny needs to take a
trip to St. Pete Beach.
“Rockin’ Around the Christmas
Tree” -Brenda Lee
Ranking right below Mariah
Carey’s “All I Want for Christmas
is You” on the Billboard chart
“Holiday 100,” Brenda Lee’s song is
a classic tune almost every knows.
What listeners may not know?
Despite her adult sounding voice,
Brenda Lee was only 13 when she
recorded this track in 1958.
“Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer”
-Jack Johnson
Featuring the smooth voice of
Jack Johnson and accompanied
by his acoustic guitar skills, this
song has a small twist at the end.
Rudolph calls the other reindeer
out for being mean to him and
gets what he deserves, an apology.
“Rudolph you know we’re sorry,
we’re truly gonna try to change.
life@crowsneststpete.com
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Editorial

A look back at this semester

Celebrating the good, remembering the bad, and looking toward improvements.
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Fall 2014. It’s a been a big semester for USF St. Petersburg.
The university made headlines
at major local media outlets when
it announced the strategic plan—
which included the goal of increasing student enrollment from 4,700
to 10,000 students by 2024.
With the plan has come a host
of exciting news, from discussions
about new major offerings to the
plan to reopen the campus pool in
spring 2015.
The university has received
severa l donations and grants.
In September, t he u niversit y
announced its largest donation in
history: $10 million to the college
of business, now renamed the Kate
Tiedemann College of Business.
Ground was broken on the new
building for the business school,
which is scheduled to begin construction in spring. Duke Energy
gave the university $1 million to
fund solar panels, now installed on
the top of the parking garage. Other

Jess Aldrich

Marketing representatives

Ryan Tona
Liz Howard

grants have stimulated research
and growth.
The university has also received
its share of negative press. Its decision not to host African journalists
in the Edward R. Murrow program
on account of panic over Ebola
drew ire from many media organizations. An opinion from Poynter’s
Andrew Beaujon called the decision a “jelly-spined response.” The
Huffington Post said the decision
was made as a result of “Ebola
panic.”
But needless to say, people are
talking about USF St. Petersburg.
Good or bad, at least the university’s name is out to the public.
At The Crow’s Nest, we believe
it has been a good semester for
USFSP. But if the university hopes
to grow, expand and thrive, there
are some problems it must address
to best serve its students.
Parking. It’s been a persistent
problem for the last few years, but
this year, the problem has compounded. Many students show up

late to class because they cannot find
a parking spot. The city removed
parking along Sixth Avenue S,
resulting in a greater need for spots
in the parking garage itself.
Students continue to complain
about the parking problems, but
the issue has been largely ignored
by the university. There are plans
in place to install another parking
garage on campus, but it won’t be
discussed in depth until the end of
the spring. Students (and professors) need solutions sooner.
It is true that many universities struggle with parking problems. But USFSP is mid-sized and
doesn’t deal with many of problems
larger universities have is a draw to
the university. “All universities do
it” shouldn’t be an excuse.
Commencement. Many students are unhappy with the current commencement venue at the
Mahaffey Theater, which only
allows them to invite five people.
Students have voiced this complaint
to USFSP administration since
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early 2014, and they’ve received
little more than verbal sympathy.
As the university grows, the space
at the Mahaffey will become even
tighter. The Crow’s Nest thinks the
university should value the desires
of their students over the university’s relationship with the Mahaffey.
Internet access. Internet in the
residence halls and on other locations has been spotty all semester,
largely due to the presence of illegal
routers. While students are responsible for the routers, the university
is also passive on the issue. They
ask students to remove the routers,
but nothing is done to enforce this
request. Therefore, students who
do not own routers are punished
for abiding by the rules. At the 21st
century university, weak Internet is
not an option.
If the university can address the
concerns of the students, it could be
the first choice of many bright students in the future.

Cody Finley, a biology major
and employee for the University
Student Center, poses with a
snowman. Keep an eye out for
Winter Wonderland events this
week, including snowfall and
stuff-a-plush, taking place in the
USC.

Submit a picture with a caption
for photo of the week to jnesslar@
mail.usf.edu by Friday at 5 p.m.
The best photo submission will run
next week.
Amanda Starling | The Crow’s Nest

Throwback
The first Bermuda Triangle disappearance took
place on Dec. 5, 1945. An aircraft squadron, who
departed from the Fort Lauderdale Naval Air Station
at 2:10 p.m. was on a routine training drill session.
Flight 19 disappeared in a matter of three hours.
The flight was intended to travel east for 120 miles,
73 miles north, and 120 miles back to the base. The
squadron leader reported two hours into the flight
that his compass was broken. Other squadron members began to experience similar malfunctions before

losing contact with radio stations. They were
untraceable.
The Bermuda Triangle disappearance led to
one of the largest air and seas searches to that
date. Various ships and air squadrons attempted
to search thousands of square miles in the Atlantic
Ocean and the Gulf of Mexico. No clues to the disappearances were found, feeding a new myth of the
Bermuda Triangle.
The planes depicted were similar models
to the missing aircraft squadron.
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The regulation of season’s greetings
You just can’t realistically enforce speech regulations during the holidays.
Even if it is assuming to say “Merry Christmas!”
By Emily Tinti
Staff Reporter
It’s difficult to imagine holiday
greetings being offensive, but it
happens more so every year.
Christmas basically takes
ove r t he e nt i re mont h of
December, and the majority of
the Western world celebrates it in some way;
secularly or religiously. “Merry Christmas!”
has now become somewhat of a default way
to acknowledge somebody.
In any case, a simple “Happy holidays!”
is acceptable. It’s all-inclusive and unassuming of somebody’s culture or observance. It
incorporates all winter holidays, so nobody
can get offended. Or so we thought.

Several retailers such as Macy’s and
Walmart have addressed this controversy
by asking their employees to use the general
phrase as opposed to “Merry Christmas!”
Some people, however, have been offended
by that change, arguing that speech cannot
be censored, and one’s right to say “Merry
Christmas” cannot be taken away.
While I personally think a general greeting is fair and do not see anything particularly wrong with it, I’m not offended
when somebody uses one religion to wish
me the best. Honestly, if a retail employee
said “Happy Kwanzaa!” I would reply with
a “Happy Kwanzaa to you, as well!” even
though I don’t observe the holiday. I think
people, unless otherwise instructed, will

This holiday, shop local
in St. Petersburg
St. Petersburg is in love with its local
businesses.
By Amanda Starling
Staff Columnist
Sporting goods and records
topped the list of Yelp’s St.
Petersburg best local businesses,
according to a report by the
Tampa Bay Times. In a season of
expanded festivities and bustle
for the best gifts, it’s easy for many of us to
hop in the station wagon and rush off to the
mall.
But St. Petersburg is different. There’s a
special loyalty that lurks in the shops’ corridors that draws so many of us to support the
eclectic. We may not love our sports, but we
love our shops.
We search for rare editions of classic literature on the shelves in Haslam’s (but not
without greeting the cats perched atop stacks
of books). We chat with the clerks and dream
up the next outdoor adventure with the staff
at Bill Jackson’s Shop for Adventure. We
unearth vintage finds at ARTPool Gallery,
and stick around for the events that spill
into the Grand Central District. We refurbish what’s already beautiful and give second
chances at the Paper Street Market.
St. Petersburg is in love with its local businesses. We’re not interested in commercial
success but we thrive on finding that special something that anchors our homes, our
interests, and even our tastes. Special seasons
just heighten our thankfulness toward them.
Sunday afternoons are the best time to

visit El Cap, the classic burger joint off of
Fourth Street and 35th Avenue. The locals
clamber on top of worn barstools and chatter with greasy cheeseburgers and domestic drafts. If you ever want to feel the real
St. Petersburg, take a seat at one of stone
benches and wait for a round of hellos from
the staff.
Find your community wandering past
the fronts of galleries and record stores.
The 600 Block is home to studio spaces for
area artists, who offer a lesson on creativity
and energy that emanates from the walls of
murals. Step inside of Planet Retro (ranked
number two on Yelp’s list) at 2414 Central
Ave. for the best selection of local and classic
favorites across a spectrum of genres.
Are you hooked by our local business
draw yet?
Plenty of voices have expressed fear for
the EDGE District near Tropicana Field if
the Tampa Bay Rays were to depart. Sports
are everything, they say, and the draw to
the region would be lost. With splintering attendance at the stadium, I’ve watched
more locals slide into the breweries than
the bleachers. St. Petersburgers sift through
niche finds in eclectic shops.
We just love our businesses that much.
Amanda Starling, a senior majoring in mass
communications, is the managing editor. She
can be reached at astarling@mail.usf.edu or
on Twitter @starlingaj.

naturally express their season’s greetings
according to their own culture.
On the other hand, I can understand how
the default could affront somebody who
doesn’t celebrate Christmas, especially since
I have family and friends who don’t. You
don’t typically hear The Maccabeats when
you’re holiday shopping; it’s usually a widely
recognized Christmas song, or some pop
star’s auto-tuned rendition.
One could argue that shoppers are sentenced to two months of Christmas music,
Christmas décor and Christmas presents
flooding almost every store, so putting more
of an emphasis on the holiday with a “Merry
Christmas” is too much. I know people who
actively participate in all things Christmas

who get annoyed with the constant presence
of Christmas.
You just can’t realistically enforce speech
regulations during the holidays. Even if it
is assuming to say “Merry Christmas!” it’s
simply a positive greeting spoken out of holiday cheer.
I think generalizing sort of downplays
the other winter holidays, like the week-long
Kwanzaa celebration, or the eight nights of
Hanukkah. But in the end, they’re all warm,
thoughtful season’s greetings.
Emily Tinti, a sophomore majoring in mass
communications, is the arts and life assistant. She can be reached at emilyfaithti@
mail.usf.edu or on Twitter @e_milyfaith.

A pep talk for your finals week
Final projects, papers and exams are due and all
you want to do is crawl into your bed and watch
Netflix, but now is not the time. I repeat,
NOW IS NOT THE TIME!
By Emily Wehunt
Staff Reporter
Here we are. The final two weeks
of the semester are upon us. If
you are like most college students, you are probably starting
to freak out right about now…
and if you aren’t, tell us your
secret. Final projects, papers and exams are
due and all you want to do is crawl into your
bed and watch Netflix, but now is not the
time. I repeat, NOW IS NOT THE TIME!
We are in the final stretch, and it is time
to kick it into high gear. Everyone already
knows the basics of getting through stressful times – get plenty of sleep, exercise daily,
eat well and drink a lot of water ( a glass of
wine can be helpful, too). But I want to give
you some other tips that can help these final
weeks be a little more bearable.
Treat yourself. Buy yourself that giant
cookie from the Barnes and Noble Bookstore.
Take yourself out for a nice meal at a restaurant you have been wanting to try. Get a
massage. You have made it this far and you
deserve to do something nice for yourself.
Make a list. Actually, make a lot of lists.
I recommend making one for each day and
writing down everything you need to accomplish that day. Don’t make it too long, or else
you may feel overwhelmed. Try starting with

the top five things you need to do, and then
once you cross something off, add another. I
find it the most helpful to make the list before
you go to bed, that way you will wake up in
the morning ready to tackle the day ahead.
Don’t procrastinate. The library has
extended hours for the next two weeks for
your studying pleasure. Take advantage of it.
Inhale, exhale. Bath and Body Works has
a line of aromatherapy scents that are amazing, and for us stressed out individuals, there
is one that is called stress relief. Infused with
eucalyptus and spearmint, the smell of it
helps you relax and think clearly. They have
soaps, sprays and candles available, but I recommend the lotion.
Play with puppies. Enough said.
Before you know it, these last weeks will
be over and you will a have a nice, long break
ahead. Enjoy it.
Emily Wehunt, a senior majoring in mass
communications, is the arts and life editor.
She can be reached at ewehunt@mail.usf.edu
or on Twitter @emilywehunt.
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USF Basketball

USF Football

The men’s team has started the season 5-1, holding a better records than The Bulls were shutout for the first time at home in school history in their
final game of the season against UCF, 16-0. The Bulls are 4-2 all-time in
UCF, UF and FSU basketball.
the series against UCF.

Men’s Basketball AAC
Standings
TEAM

CONF

Cincinnati
South Florida
Tulane
Connecticut
UCF
Houston
Temple
East Carolina
Tulsa
SMU
Memphis

0-0
0-0
0-0
0-0
0-0
0-0
0-0
0-0
0-0
0-0
0-0

CONF

* - Memphis
* - UCF
* - Cincinnati
* - East Carolina
* - Houston
Temple
x - South Florida
x - Tulane
x - Tulsa
x - Connecticut
x - SMU

7-1
6-1
6-1
5-2
5-2
3-4
3-5
2-5
2-6
1-6
0-7

OVERALL
5-1
5-1
4-1
3-1
3-1
2-1
3-2
3-3
3-3
3-3
2-2

Courtesy of USF Athletics

Defensive end Demetrius Hill confronts the Knight’s quarterback Justin
Holman. The game ended in a shutout from UCF.

9-3
8-3
8-3
8-3
7-4
5-6
4-8
3-8
2-10
2-9
0-11

USFSP Baseball Club
Spring Schedule
(Home Games Only)
Date Opponent Time Field
PHCC
FSU
FSU
USF
USF
UCF
NC State
Clemson
Clemson
Stetson
Stetson
Miami
Miami
SEU
IMG

By Andrew Caplan
Staff Reporter

OVERALL

(x=eliminate from post season, *=bowl eligible)

Jan. 25
Feb. 7
Feb. 8
Feb. 14
Feb. 15
Feb. 28
Mar. 8
Mar. 14
Mar. 15
Mar. 21
Mar. 22
Mar. 28
Mar. 29
Mar. 31
Apr. 21

Find us on Twitter @CNSports for local sports news
and for Crow’s Nest articles.

USFSP baseball falls to UF in season finale Bulls shutout, celebrate season successes

American Athletic
Conference Standings
TEAM

Follow us on Twitter!

12 p.m. Huggins
4 p.m. Campbell*
1 p.m. Huggins
12 p.m. Huggins*
7 p.m. Campbell
12 p.m. Huggins *
4 p.m. Campbell*
4 p.m. Campbell*
1 p.m. Huggins
4 p.m. Campbell*
1 p.m. Huggins
4 p.m. Campbell*
1 p.m. Huggins
7 p.m. Campbell
7 p.m. Campbell
(* =double header)

Andrew Caplan | The Crow’s Nest

Justin Hand, at bat, takes a swing during the double-header. The club
baseball team plans to move more games over to Huggins-Stengel Field for
the spring season.

By Andrew Caplan
Staff Reporter
The 16-game fall schedule for
the baseball club is complete and
they are already shifting gears for
the spring schedule.
The USF St. Petersburg baseball
club posted a 9-7 record in the fall
and saw a dramatic increase in the
level of competition after having
a 18-5 record last year. The club
lost their fall-season finale 6-5 to
the University of Florida, who are
ranked No. 5 among club baseball
teams.
This will be the first time the club
will play year round. They will have
a change of scenery for the spring
as the Bulls have played their final
home game at Al Lang Stadium,
which is located within walking
distance of the USFSP campus.
T he te a m w i l l m ig r ate to
Huggins-Stengel Field at 1320 Fifth
St. N and Campbell Park at 601
14th St. S for their 31-game schedule starting in January. The club
will be home for 22 of the games.
Huggins-Stengel was the New York
Yankees’ Spring Training facility
from 1925-1942.
“We’re here now and we love
this field,” said Caitlin Greene, the
club’s marketing director, referring
to Huggins-Stengel Field. “It’s not
our first pick, but it’s definitely a
good field.”
The club had to officially move
fields mid-season after Tampa
Bay Rowdies owner Bill Edwards

bought Al Lang Stadium to improve
his soccer team’s field.
Although the team is saddened
about losing their home crowd
atmosphere, they are working on
ways to improve their attendance
to ease the move.
The club is staying focused on
playing more productively come
spring after fighting off injuries.
“Ou r pitchi ng is com i ng
together,” club president Jeremy
Berger said. “We’re still finding our
starters for the spring.”
The Bulls have seen an increase
from local sponsors, heading to
their second year as a club. Some of
the club’s home games feature free
food from The Tavern at Bayboro, a
restaurant located next to campus.
The club hopes to make a run
at a national championship in the
coming months, as well.
“We’re making a lot of progress,”
Berger said. “Ultimately, the goal a
few years down the road is to establish ourselves as one of the biggest
and best club baseball programs in
the country.”
The club has preached the motto
“bigger than baseball” since establishing themselves as one of the
school’s first athletic club teams.
“We’re trying to establish a local
tradition of excellence,” Berger
said. “That’s what it all comes down
to. We want USF St. Pete to stand
out in something.”

sports@crowsneststpete.com

While shoppers tackled each
other for the best deals on Black
Friday, the USF football team found
reason to hold their heads high
despite not qualifying for a bowl
game.
Although they lost the “War
on I-4” 16-0 to the University of
Central Florida (8-4) in the season
finale, the Bulls (4-8) accomplished
feats not seen in nearly half a
decade, some never seen.
In 2014, the Bulls doubled last
year’s win total (2), had their fourth
1,000-yard rusher in school history
(Marlon Mack), had their first wide
receiver collect over 2,000 career
yards (Andre Davis) and won their
most conference games since 2010
(3).
The Bulls honored 20 players
on Senior Day before they took
the field for the last time in 2014,
including their team captains,
linebacker Reshard Cliett, kicker
Marvin Kloss and WR Davis.
“I appreciate them for helping to
set the foundation of what the USF
football program is going to be
about,” Head Coach Willie Taggart
said, talking about his departing
seniors.
The team will welcome back
many contributors next season.
Underclassmen, like Mack, shined
in their short time under Taggart’s
tutelage, who is still implementing
his system at USF.
“A lot of people looking from
the outside, they don’t know what
it takes to build a program,” Davis
said. “It’s definitely hard to get a
program going, but Coach T definitely has the program going in the
right way.”
Mack is a strong candidate for
the American Athletic Conference’s
freshman of the year. The running
back averaged 86.7 rushing yards
per game and scored nine times,
more than doubling the Bulls’ rushing touchdowns from last season.

T he qua r terback sit uat ion
remains a question as Taggart has
started three different QBs this
season (Mike White, Steven Bench
and Quinton Flowers). The QBs
have struggled to put points on the
board and rank 122nd in the nation
with an average of 17.2 points per
game. All three QBs will return in
2015.
“They’re good football players,”
Taggart said. “They’re young. They
hadn’t played a lot. They hadn’t
gotten a lot experience and that’s
going to come.”
On defense, 10 of the team’s 13
leading tacklers will return, including sophomore LB Nigel Harris,
who leads the nation in forced fumbles (5) and leads the team in tackles for loss (9.5).
“We just gotta come together
next year and build off of this foundation that the seniors set for us
this year,” Harris said.
The Bulls’ defensive underclassmen forced 14 of the team’s 20 takeaways on the year. Junior defensive
back Jamie Byrd tied with sophomore Johnny Ward for the most
interceptions on the team (2). Byrd
also led the team in tackles with 95.
“We just gotta keep grinding
away,” Byrd said. “That’s all it is.
Taking it one day at a time. Take
this spring and summer one day at
a time and get better and get ready
for the next season.”
Although no one on the team is
content with the final record, the
players and coaches understand
that these are growing pains necessary to make them better in the
future.
The 2015 season will mark the
Bulls’ third year under Taggart. He
know he’s facing an uphill battle
but said he wants to win at USF.
“My vision for this program is
to win multiple championships in
a first-class manner,” Taggart said.
“That’s what we want to build it to.
That’s what we’re going to build it
to.”
sports@crowsneststpete.com

